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I THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF NEW JERSEY

ALONA CARE U\f’h ACTION No. 13-CV-03848 JLL-JAD
Plaintiff
VE.
WOODBRIDGE TOWNSHIP

POLICE OFFICER HORVATH, Badge % 617
and Jjohn Does 1-3
Drefendants

COMPLAINT AND JUPY TRIAT DEMAND

L INTROBUCTION
1. Plaintiff, Aiona Carr, brings this action for monetary damages, and other appropriate
reiief 10 redress the intentional vielations of her civil rights, pursuant to 42 U.S.C. §§198% and

1985, secured under tive Constitzion and the laws of the United States, and provistons of the
taws of the Staie of New jersey, agaiust the individusl aefendants, Police Officers Horvatiy,
Badge #5617, and John Doss 125, in their officiat and indrviduxt capacities and Woodbridge
Township. coliectively raferred to as Defendants.

Plaintifs action arises under the Civil Rights Acts of 1871, as amended, 42 US.C. §
1982, 1983, the Fourth and Fourteenth Amendments to the Constiution of the United Stares, fi
racial discriminatory arrsst, diseriminaiory detenr;ioz; discv;nﬁnatory gearch and ssizure, demzal
oj;'ééi-i‘a? cotec%pmr the oasmo:”racr excessive use of force. assamkt and Datic . ssm

assault, and invasion of privacy.

EL. JURISDICTION
2. Faederal court jurisdiciion ic proper pursuan: o 26 U.S.C. 1351 and € 15432,
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1118 VERUE

4, Venue is proper pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1391, as the incidents alieged herein occurred

within the District of New Jjersev.
Iv. PARTIES

3. Piainiiff, Alona Carr is an adult citizer: of the United Stares, who currently resides in
Camden, New Jersey.

6. Plainiiff is African-American by race.

7. Diafendant Police Offtcer Horvath, Badge #617, (Caucasian male} at 2]l times relevant e
this action was g police officer empioved by Defencant Woodoridge Township’s Police
Department and at all times relevant w this case was acting under tne color of state law and
pursuant 1o his authority as 8 Woodbridge Township Police Officer,

g. Diefendant Woodbridge Township is 2 municinai agency constiinted under the laws of
tne Stare of New Jersey with its offices located &2 One Main Brreet, Woodtridge, NJ 07095,

g. Disfendants Jonn Does 1-3, are poiice officers within Woodbridge Township Police

Drepartment, whose identities are presently unitnows to Plaingfl

v, BRIEY STATEMENT OF THE FACTS

13 Dn Eebmar_‘ 1. AE;K_ gt aboui I 1:0{2 a.m.c fhicer Hor!,aw wﬁnou any m‘obable cause,
stopped Plamiiff, Ms. Carr on Main Stree. near Route ¢ Soutn. o the Township of Woodbridgs.
1L Offrcer Horvath nad mags 2 U-wirr from the other direction after going pasy s, Carr and

came benind her int traffic and stoppsd her thereaner,
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12, Officer Horvath came out of his vehicls and ordered Plaintiff to drive into the bowling
aliey on the left side. Piaintiff had to make a left turm, across the on-coming waffic to get into the
bowling alley parking ot

13, Officer Horvath never told Ms. Carr why ite had stopped her or what traffic violation she
had committed, bur simply asked Plaintiff for her driver's licenss, registration and insurance.

14, Plaintiff had her insurance carrier email to her proof of insurance and insuranse card on
her cell phone.

15, Officer Horvath called for two ather poiice officers who responded to the scens,

16, Officer Harvath told Plamntiff that her license was suspended and registration expired and
said he had to 1ake her 1o the police station.

17.  Officer Horvath never told Plaintiff to put her hands behind her back, but roughly
grabbed Plaintifi” s hands real guick and brougitt it bshind her back and placed handcufis on her
wrists really tight; which is an excessive use of foree, causing her to sustain injuries to her wrist.
18, Officer Horvatb walked Plaintiff 1o the pelice car and Plaintiff starizd heving 2 panic
attack in the back of the car; these shounld be on the poiics vidso in Officer Horvath's vehicie.

ks, Carr passed out.

—
ey

At the police station. Officer Horvath waiked Plainidff into the station, removed the
handcuffs, and handenfied Plaintiff to a bench.

0. Officer Horvam startec asking Piamiifl CUSSHON, Names, pArers. TEmes. Whsre She
fived; thet: he started asking Plaintiff personal questions, “are vou singie?”. “Whv are vou
.

single?" “De vou dave white guys™ “0Ob vou heve no underwear on”, whils feshing Plaintfls

PUtinoks.
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2L Officer Horvath started taking Piaintiff's coat off afier un-cuffing her, undemeath her
coat, she had nothing much of; she had & T-shirt on and gym tights, no underwea.,
22, Officer Horvaih had Plaintiff put her hands against the wall, came very close to Plaintiff.
almost touching her and then pulied Piaintiff"s pants down on the left. Officer Horvath them

£ a comment 1o Plaintiff about not having anv underwear on.
25, Officer Rorvath started patfing down PlaintifTs breas:, saying, “Oh no bra on!™ and
swiping his hand around her hips. He 1ock Piaintiff’s shoss off, and handeuffed her to the bench
again. Officer Horvath then said, “1 really can’t see 2 woman like you been singie” “is vour
boyfriend coming to get you”. Officer Horvath also made a comment about Plaintiffs tattoo and
ook pictures; asking Plaintiff personal auestions as if they wers on & date like, wiat did Pigintify
like 1o do? Plaintiff did not respond. Then Officer Horvati squeezed the handeufts on Plaintitr
tighter, lefl Plaintiff in a cold arez, with no coar on, and sne was colc for & long period of time.
24, PiainiiiT later calied ner brother to coms and get her and told him thar the officer is

ey

treating her crazy. Officer Horvath said, “Ol. we’re treating vou crazy.” He tightenad the cuff
gven more. Then & Lisutenam came mo the arez Plaintiff was locatec with Officer Horvath,
25.  Foliowing this incident, Cfficer Horvath issued Plaintiff two tickers for, unregisterad

ehicle and driving while suspended. No ticker was issued for anv alleged reason why Officer

Horvath had stopped Piaindiff in the first place.

t\J'

6. Piainiiff challenged these tickers and they were fater dismisscd & by - the Cout,
27, Plamtiff is ar African-Americas female and it ts also asserted that she was subiected 1

g Bl

cla} profifing by Officer Horvatls as thers was no legitimarz reason for Officer Horvath @ have

stopped her other than the fact that she was black,
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28, Ms. Carr had not vioiated any traffic laws and Officer Horvath had no probable cause for
stopping Plaintiff.

28 Asaresult of the violation of Ms. Carr’s civil and Constitationa! rights by Officer
Horvaih, and his untawful and toriuous actions, Plaintiff has suffered very serious physicai and
emoticnal injuries for which she is asserting claims against the Township of Woodbridge and
Officer Horvath.

30.  On orabout March 22, 2014, PlaintiiT filed an interna! compiaint against Officer Horvath
and Woodbridge Township with Robert J. Hubner, Director. Woodbridge Township Police
Drepartment. In her internal complaint with Woodbridge Tovmship, Plaintiff siso asserted claims
under the Nev jersay Tort Claims Act.

3
Fi

However, Defendants feiled to conduct = thorough and geod faith investigaiion of
Plaintiff’s complaint.

b 2a)

32, instead Woodbridge Township acquiesced tn the uniawiui conduct of Officer Horvath,
and was dsliberstely indifferent to the violation of Plainiff s Constitutional and Civil Righis by

e

one of its police officer.

33 Plaintiff hes been cetrimentally affected bv Defendants” discriminatory gad toruous
actions.
34, Pinintiff has suffered severs am:iety due ta being arrgsted, detamed, assaulted, her

severe emotional injuries as a resuk of Defendants’ discriminatory and torizous sctions.

vacy vaced a.nd narassed m Trefendants. She is ann"ﬂnnmw f‘c il and s sustaines -
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WL STATEMENT OF CLAIMS

COUNT ONE- SECTION 1983 and 1982 VIQLATION AGAINET DEFENRDANTS

35.  PlamtHT repeats and Incorporates by reference the allegations in paragraphs 1 through 34
as though fully st forth herein.

36.  Plaintiff’s Constifutional rights were vioiated_by Diefendants as a direct and proximaie
result of the failure of the Diefencant Woodbridge Township's Police Depariment to properly
train, discipline, supervise. and conirol its police officers regarding discriminatory errests,
discriminatory search and seizure, abuse of police power, race discrimination, equal protection of
black citizens and malicious prosecutions.

vy

By failing to properly train, discipiine and superviss its police officers, Defendant

|

37.

Woodbridge Township disptaved delibsrate indiffersnce to the righrs of the Plainnifl ic be fres

from discrirninatory arrests, discriminazory search and seizure, discriminatory prosecuiion, abuss

of police power, and malicious prosecution.

38, Defendants subjected Plaintiff to a violation of her rights under the equai proteciion

ciause of the 14" Amendment, by subjecting Plaintiff to racial profiling, arrest and prosecution
ecauss of her race.

39 Defendants subjected Plaintiff to 2 violation of her civil rights by subjecting Plamiiff {o

uniawiui siop.

a0 Detendants sume”t“’ “Digimifi 1 & violanon of her oivit ntvms, by sumw‘t;m: herto

uniawtil detention.

41 Drefendants violatsd Plaintifl s oivi! rights by subjesting her 1o use of excessive fores.

42, Disfendante vinlated Piainsiff s civil rigins by subjecting her to uniawiul search and

™
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43, efendant Woodbridge Township’s Police Jeparunent was deliberately indifferent 1 the

uniawfui actions of its police officers, failed to train, and discipline its police officers abous
violations of citizens’ constitutionai rights.

44, Defendants are therefore iiable to Plaintiff pursuant to 42 U.5.C. §1983 and 1985 for

violating Plaintiff’s Constitutional rights under coior of stats law.

COURT I
{¥iolations of thy New Jereev Civi! Bighis Aot HLES 4. 10:0-7 ot Heq.!

43, Allegations comained in paragraphs i through 44 above are incorporated as though fully
set forth here,

46, Inpart, the New Jersey Civil Rights Act, NJ.S.AL 1082 states

“¢. Any persor who has been deprived of any subsiantive due process or egual
proteciion rights, priviiegss or immunities secured by the Consiiwetion or laws of
the United States, or any subsiantive rigims, privileges or immunities secured by
the Constitution or laws of this Stare, or whoss exercise or enjoyment of those
supstantive rights, nriviieges or immunitiss has beer interfera¢ with o attempred
to be interiered with. by threais, incimiaaiion or coergion by a person aoring undsr
color of law. mey bring = civil actior for damages and for injunctive or other
appropriate retief. The penalty provided in subsection e. of this section shall be
applicabls to & violation of this subsectior.

application of anv pariy, & jury rial shall be directed.

e. Any person who deprives, interferes or siiempls W imwerfere by threats,
intimidatior or cogreion with the exercise or enjovmend by any otiter person of
am}: substantive due process oF £aual prolSCulL righic. priviteges Or immunities
secured by the Constitution or laws of the United States. or any substantive rights,
orivileges o° immunitise sscured by the Constimiion o laws of this State is ligbike

for e civil penalty for each viowation. Tne cour o jury. as the case may be, shall

o

‘¢, AR action Drought pursuant i ihic ac may be fued in Superior Lour Upon
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determine the appropriate amount of the penalty. Any monev coliected by the
cour? in payment of a civil penalty shall be conveved to the Statc Treasurer for
deposit into the State General Fund.

f. In addition to any damages, civit penalty. injunction or other appropriats refief
awarded in an action brought pursuant to subsection ¢. of this section, the court
may award the prevailing party reasonable attornev’s fees and costs.”

47.  Defendants are liabie 1o Plaintiff for violating the CRA becauss of the uniewfu! 2ctions

alieged in this pleading.

COURT IT

{Common Law Assauit apd Batrery

48, Allegations contalned in paragraphs | through 47 sbove ere incorporated as
thaugh fully set forth here.

49, The acts gnd conducts of Defendants as alisged above where Plamntiff was
subjecied to assault and batrery subject Defendants 1o habilitv under commorn law actions of
assault and battery, and thersfore ligbie ¢ Plaintiff for her injuries and damages.

{Commoy Lavr Sexual Assanlt)

54, Altegations coitained in paragrapns | torough 49 above &g incorporated acs

uliv ser fort: here.

i

51 The acts and conducts of Defendant Horvath as alleged above where Plaintiff was
subiezted 1o sexual comments anc assaul wnlle under Oficer Horvath's subjest Defenaanis w

flabiity vnger common iaw actorn for sexuel assaull. anc tnersfors liabie o Plamiif’ for her

infuries anc damages.



COUNT Y
{Commen 2 aw invasion of Privesy)

52. Allegations contained in paragraphs @ through 51 above are incorporated as
though fully set fortl: here.

53, The acts and conducts of Defendents as slleged above where Plaintiff was
subjected 1c invasion of her privacy by Oificer Horvath subject Defendants to Hability under
comunen iaw actions of invasion of her privacy, and therefore liabie to Plaintiff for her injuries

and damages.

COURT ¥
=

Figmtione of NI Consiiintion. Articie I. Section

54, Aliegations containec in peragraphs [ through 53 above asre incorporated as

though fully set foril: herein.

&
L

35, The defendants are lable to Plaintiff for excessive use of force in vislation of

Arficle [, section 7 of the New Jersey Constitution.
56. The defendants are aiso liable to Plamntiff for unlawfully stop. search and sstzure,

for uniawfully arresiing ber and for uniawfu! false detention, ali of whick violewe Axticie [,

seciion 7 of the New Jersev Constitution which states in refevant part: “The right of the peonis

be secure in their persong, houses . . . and effects against unreasonable ssarches and seizurss

shall not be viclaied , .. .7

7. Basse on the sliegations herein. © i evidend thal dofsndant: viclaid the

constitutional provision: by {heir unlawiui actions voward the Piaindfl

Al




NnO . X

Case 2115-cv-05848-3LL-JAD  Document L Filed O7/29/18  Sage 10 of 10 Pagellr: 10

/29
Vi. PRAVEREFOR RELIEF

WHEREP ORE Piaintiff respectfuliy request this Honorable Court grant the foliowing
refief:

A Award 1o Piaintiff damages and compsensatory reiief for the uniawful acts of
Defendants, including but not limited to damages for emotional pain and suffering, punitive
damagss against the iﬁdividuai Defendants in their individuai capaciiies, and ali damagss
permitied by law under the Civil Rights Act agamst all Defendanis.

E. Grant Plaintiff, pursuant to 42 U.S.C. §1988 and the New Jersey Civil Rights Act.
reasonable attomeys’ fees and costs, and disbursements; and

€. Expert fees, costs and cxpenses of ifigation. and such other and further damages

and squitabie reiief as this court may deem just and proper under the circumsizncss

i,

JURY TRIAL DEMANED

Plainiiff demands trial by jurv on all factugl issues in this mater.

Respectfullv submitied,

& Dlughenge C. Abiong

Olugbenga u Amom.. Esquire {GAD405)
-ﬂ-:; South £ 1"‘3“1
:‘nuaaﬂpn“ Ti19i4Y

{Z153)¥25-0330
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